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THE MAN FROM ELYSIAN FIELDS

synopsis

Byron Tiller (Andy Garcia) is een romanschrijver. Het gaat slecht met de verkoop van z’n boeken en hij heeft grote moeite de kost te verdienen voor zijn vrouw Dena (Julianna Marguiles) en hun zoontje. In het kantoorpand van zijn uitgever loopt hij de chique Luther Fox (Mick Jagger) tegen het lijf. Deze runt een mannelijke escortservice dat rijke vrouwen entertaint. Het water staat Byron aan de lippen en hij laat zich uiteindelijk door Luther overhalen om “tijdelijk” voor hem te gaan werken. Byron houdt zielsveel van z’n vrouw en voelt zich schuldig dat hij deze stap maakt. Luther stelt hem gerust dat veel vrouwen alleen gezelschap willen en geen seks. 

Byron valt met z’n neus in de boter; zijn eerste klant is Andrea Alcott (Olivia Williams) de vrouw van de beroemde schrijver en Pulitzer Prijs winnaar Tobias Alcott (James Coburn). Inderdaad hoeft hij haar bij de eerste afspraak alleen maar te begeleiden naar de opera. Maar bij de tweede “date” neemt ze hem mee naar huis. Tot z’n grote verbazing wordt hij hartelijk welkom geheten door Andrea’s man Tobias. Tobias’ gezondheid gaat hard achteruit en omdat hij zijn veel jongere vrouw seksueel niets meer te bieden heeft moedigt hij de “zakelijke” relatie tussen Byron en Andrea aan. 

Byron zelf ziet dit alles helemaal niet zitten, en wordt zich steeds pijnlijker bewust dat hij op regelmatige basis z’n vrouw bedriegt. Hoewel hij grondig ongelukkig is met de situatie, betaalt het uitstekend en hij besluit nog even door te gaan. Bovendien vraagt Tobias hem te helpen z’n laatste boek af te schrijven. Byron brengt hierdoor veel meer tijd door met Tobias dan met diens vrouw, maar hij moet haar toch ook regelmatig zijn diensten verlenen.

Byron is niet de enige die baalt van z’n werk als escort. Luther zelf heeft het al jaren gezien en heeft zelf eigenlijk nog maar één klant; de rijke Jennifer Adler (Anjelica Huston).  Op een dag is hij z’n eenzame bestaan zo zat dat hij de grote stap maakt en Jennifer ten huwelijk vraagt. Ze lacht hem smakelijk uit.

Wanneer z’n boek is afgemaakt, overlijdt Tobias. Dan loopt voor Byron alles fout: Andrea weigert Byron de beloofde credits –en betaling- te geven. Tot overmaat van ramp ontdekt Dena waar al hun geld vandaan komt en dat Byron al die tijd tegen haar heeft gelogen. Hij had haar steeds verteld dat hij vergaderingen had met de uitgever over z’n  nieuwe boek. Dena verlaat hem en Byron’s wereld stort in.

Alle gebeurtenissen vormen een grote inspiratiebron. Byron neemt een baantje als kelner en begint opnieuw te schrijven. Het boek wordt een groot succes omdat het zo perfect zijn gevoelens voor z’n vrouw beschrijft. Uiteraard leest ook Dena het boek en de twee beginnen de lange weg naar herstel van hun huwelijk…

The Man From Elysian Fields is een komische en ontroerende film met glansrollen van o.a. Mick Jagger als cynische, altijd in chique driedelig gestoken escort baas en James Coburn die als Tobias Alcott z’n laatste rol speelt.

THE MAN FROM ELYSIAN FIELDS

SPEELDUUR: 102 MINUTEN

6 AKTES

BEELD: WIDESCREEN

KADER: 

GELUID: DOLBY DIGITAL -  SRD

FILMNUMMER POSTBUS: (16) 0 0202

KIJKWIJZER:


VERHUURDER:

THREE LINES PICTURES

MAURITSLAAN 53

1211 JZ HILVERSUM

TEL: 035-6230555

FAX: 035-6239966

PAUL@THREELINES.NL
PUBLICITEIT:

THE PUBLICITY COMPANY

HAARLEMMER HOUTTUINEN 307

1013 GM AMSTERDAM

TEL: 020-6127000

FAX: 020-6188529

INFO@PUBLICY.NL
Noot:

De engelse text in deze persmap is geschreven voor het overlijden van James Coburn. Daarom staan texten in Coburn’s CV nog in tegenwoordige tijd.

[image: image1.png]SAMUEL GOLDWYN FILMS



                                          
[image: image2.png]FIREWORKS

A CanWest COMPANY




THE MAN FROM ELYSIAN FIELDS

ANDY GARCIA

 MICK JAGGER

JULIANNA MARGULIES

OLIVIA WILLIAMS  

and JAMES COBURN
Directed by George Hickenlooper

Produced by ANDREW PFEFFER  DONALD ZUCKERMAN  ANDY GARCIA

 SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL 2002
Cast and Crew
ANDY GARCIA

 MICK JAGGER

JULIANNA MARGULIES

OLIVIA WILLIAMS  

and JAMES COBURN

Casting by HEIDI LEVITT

Music by ANTHONY MARINELLI

Music Supervisor RANDY GERSTON  

Costume Designer MATTHEW JACOBSEN

Editor MICHAEL BROWN, A.C.E.  

Production Designer FRANCKIE DIAGO

Director of Photography KRAMER MORGENTHAU

Executive Producers NORM WAITT  PAUL BROOKS  LARRY KATZ

MORRIS RUSKIN  VICKY PIKE  

Producers ANDREW PFEFFER  DONALD ZUCKERMAN  ANDY GARCIA

Written by PHILIP JAYSON LASKER

Directed by GEORGE HICKENLOOPER

(Full credits continued on page 16)
The Man From Elysian Fields 

The Story

Several years ago, Byron Tiller (ANDY GARCIA) turned his back on an advertising career to follow his true calling as a writer of literary fiction.  His first novel sold modestly but generated some positive reviews, which was sufficient encouragement to convince him that he was only a manuscript away from fame and fortune.

Yet for Byron, success as a writer remains an elusive dream.  Although his adoring wife Dena (JULIANNA MARGUILES) still believes in him, and his young son adores him, he can barely pay the family’s bills.  When Byron’s latest manuscript is rejected and he tries to get his old job back, the former boss he once shafted returns the favor.  He then attempts to secure a loan from his wealthy father-in-law, but his plea falls on deaf ears.  Just at the point when all seems lost, Byron has a fortuitous meeting with an elegant, world-weary gentleman named Luther Fox (MICK JAGGER).  Fox offers Byron ‘temporary’ employment at Elysian Fields, the discreet male escort service which he manages.  Worried about his family’s livelihood and seeing no other option, Byron reluctantly accepts Fox’s offer. 

Byron is extremely wary at first, despite Luther’s assurances that many of the wealthy women who use the services of Elysian Fields are interested in companionship, not sex.  His first date reassures him; his only task is to escort the beautiful Andrea Alcott (OLIVIA WILLIAMS) to the opera.  But on the second date, Byron succumbs to both the demands of the job and his own desires, and ends up making love to Andrea at her Pasadena mansion.  “There is a void and emptiness which Byron falls into when he compromises himself,” notes Garcia.  “It’s way beyond tears and quite a lonely place to be.”  He also begins a pattern of deception with his wife Dena, explaining to her that his evening absences revolve around pre-publication meetings on his latest manuscript.

Byron is surprised to discover that Andrea is married to Tobias Alcott (James Coburn), the aging Pulitzer Prize-winning author who is also Byron’s singular literary hero.  He is even more surprised by the warm welcome Tobias offers him (Tobias has encouraged his bored wife to find outside sources of companionship) and by his request that Byron read his latest manuscript.  But upon its completion, Byron is mortified by the discovery that the work is exceptionally sub-par.  Tobias initially resists this critique, but ultimately concedes that the work is not up to his usual high standards.   Upon hearing the intriguing subject of Byron’s rejected manuscript, though, Tobias comes up with an ingenious solution: Tobias will rewrite the manuscript with him, and will offer Byron co-authorship credit, as well as publication proceeds and a hefty upfront fee.  Convinced that this will benefit his family, and hopeful for some renewed glory as an author, Byron accepts.

In the meantime, Luther finds himself increasingly overwhelmed by loneliness and by the monotony of his job.  He makes an attempt to increase his own happiness by proposing marriage to the only client he still personally services, Jennifer Adler (ANJELICA HUSTON).   But Jennifer’s only response is to laugh riotously in disbelief, and Luther is forced to pretend his entreaty was only a joke.  The exchange is one of the film’s dramatic highlights and offers a painful reminder that even the most seasoned romantic warrior can be brought low by the lack of love. “He's a rather devilish but lonely guy who really just wants to settle down and finally enjoy some happiness in his life," notes Jagger.

Ultimately, Byron and Tobias accomplish a masterful rewrite.  But to Byron’s great shock, the old author dies a short time later and Andrea reneges on her husband’s promise of co-authorship credit, telling Byron that she has to preserve Tobias’ literary legacy.   
Meanwhile on the home front, Byron’s hidden double life finally crumbles when Dena discovers Byron’s infidelity and walks out on him together with their son.  “For my character, that is the crucial turning point,” said Garcia.  “Dena ends up leaving him after discovering his secret life, and he realizes far too late the mistrust and deceit that has surrounded him.”

Thoroughly devastated, Byron tries to rebuild his life.  He becomes a waiter at a neighborhood Italian restaurant and tries his hand at writing again.  And one year later, the success that has eluded him for so long finally arrives: his semi-autobiographical novel Eclipse, which documents the failure of his marriage, becomes a runaway bestseller.  As Luther wryly observes:  “I took a certain pride in knowing I’d helped ruin his life enough to give him something substantial to write about.”  

Dena meets her former husband at a book-signing event and asks him why he never verbally expressed to her all of the wonderful and complimentary things he ends up including about her in the book.  She also asks him to dedicate a copy of the book to their son.  Byron does, and they then leave the bookstore together, taking what may be the first tentative step toward reconciliation.  “At the film’s end, one isn’t sure if Dena will find it in her heart to take him back after writing this book,” according to Margulies.  “But you know he’s going to have to do a lot of begging.”
The Man From Elysian Fields
The Production

THE MAN FROM ELYSIAN FIELDS began to take shape when Andy Garcia was sent the script two years ago by producers Andrew Pfeffer and Donald Zuckerman, and promptly fell in love with it.  According to Garcia, "it was an unusual story, as well as a beautifully written piece.  I knew that it would attract a lot of good actors.  Every character has a very unique point of view and a fulfilling arc." 

The producers secured financing and production assistance from Gold Circle Films, the film arm of Norm Waitt’s Waitt Media group of companies.  Over the next few months, they worked closely with writer Philip Jayson Lasker to refine the screenplay and consider potential directorial candidates.  George Hickenlooper, a director with whom Zuckerman had worked on three prior films, was one of their top choices.

"George had an extraordinary passion for the material and spoke intelligently about what it was about.  He suggested some great ideas and I identified with what he was saying.  I saw some of his other films, liked what he had done and decided to embrace him," Garcia commented. 

The casting process began soon after.  Knowing that they had a strong script, the filmmakers were confident about their ability to attract high-caliber actors. "When you have very unique material, you know it’s going to attract very interesting people regardless of the budget. Great artists can easily see a work’s potential,” according to producer Donald Zuckerman.

For the role of Luther, the director of the Elysian Fields escort service, the producers were looking to cast a man in his late fifties who could credibly play a fading Don Juan.  In Hollywood, where vanity often comes before art, the producers knew it would be hard to get an actor willing to tackle the role. 

"I remembered how brilliant Mick Jagger was in the 1970 film PERFORMANCE and thought, if I wasn’t afraid of him being MICK JAGGER, and if I could just think of him as an actor, then he would be terrific in the role," director Hickenlooper recalled. "He is so strong and brilliant and the character plays right into his own rock and roll persona." 

Jagger jumped into the role with only one week of preparation. "All the research was done in my own head," he said. "I thought he was an interesting character that I could have fun with and bring something to."  Added Garcia, "He was obviously an icon coming in, but on the set he was a fellow actor and he was great.  It was an honor to share time with him and I cherish our brief time together."

It was Jagger who suggested that the film convey a sense of Luther’s desperate loneliness as well his ennui after so many years running Elysian Fields.  A scene was ultimately written in which Luther would propose to a long time client and have a shattering epiphany about his own life.  The producers asked Jagger whom he would suggest for the role, and he immediately suggested his personal friend Anjelica Huston.  Their scenes together – in a hotel room, at the opera and in a restaurant - took one evening to shoot.  "It was great doing it with a friend of mine.  Really quite a good experience," Jagger recalled. "It would have been difficult to have done something so quickly with someone you don’t know."  Said Huston, "I had a lot of fun. It was wonderful working with a longtime friend and we had great chemistry together."
Julianna Margulies’ attraction to ELYSIAN FIELDS was based on its storyline, strong female characters, and complex exploration of the men who served as escorts.  "You see all these movies where the women are prostitutes, or are part of an escort service, but other than AMERICAN GIGOLO you never really see this world from a male perspective," she commented.  "But Andy Garcia and Mick Jagger were reason enough to do the movie.  Mick and I had no scenes together, but our paths crossed in the make-up trailer.  He was incredibly down-to-earth.  We were chitchatting away about acting and he leaves and I’m thinking ‘Oh my God, I was just talking to a rock legend!’”

Olivia Williams, who plays Andrea Alcott, wife of the legendary writer Tobias Alcott, also didn’t require too much convincing to come on board.  "It was one of those extraordinary offers – the chance to snog a couple of your idols."  In her case, she shared screen time with both Andy Garcia and James Coburn, who plays her husband.  "Andy is great, such a wonderful actor and nice man to work with.  And James is among the coolest of men.  He is so generous and has incredible warmth.  He has this extraordinary voice that sort of reverberates like a drum," she noted.

Added producer Andrew Pfeffer, “We were very blessed with the cast that we have. Julianna is a consummate actress, as good as any in her generation.  Olivia is also exceptionally gifted and very well trained.  Anjelica is just extraordinary.  And, of course, you really can’t do better than having Andy, James and Mick.”

The producers and director were unanimous in wanting James Coburn, an actor with over 125 films to his credit, for the role of Tobias Alcott. "He has a wonderfully wry sense of humor and is such an icon that we felt his persona would work very well with his larger-than-life screen character," said Hickenlooper.   Coburn shared the producers’ enthusiasm, and was instantly drawn to what he considered a beautifully written story.   He liked that the dialogue was both stimulating and moving, and that the characters were written so specifically.  "I’m always interested in good characters, complex writing, and strong conflict.  I’m not much of a fan of films that feature lots of chases," noted Coburn.

For the actors, working with Hickenlooper was also quite a wonderful experience. "He has a real vision for this film and I trusted his vision and judgment completely," noted Margulies.  Added Garcia, "He has some great subconscious and subtextual tones which I thought he captured very well."

Working with Director of Photography Kramer Morgenthau, Hickenlooper designed the film with an operatic style that uses a wide range of camera movements.  The storylines were broken down like different arias, and each aria had its own fluid style that follows Byron’s journey.

Olivia Williams was impressed with Hickenlooper’s visual style, which was characterized by a rich use of movement using both steadicam and dolly.  “He often works from the master shot and not from the close-up, and if it is a close-up then it’s very close,” she commented.  Offered Morgenthau, “George is a very cinematic director and has an amazing eye for composition.  You can tell that he’s inspired by John Ford and Orson Welles and likes the wide angle, compositional mise-en-scene style of filmmaking.”

 Hickenlooper specifically chose different color tones in the film to represent Byron’s journey.  For example, the white, chilly Alcott mansion (which in reality was the former Hollywood home of silent screen star Antonio Moreno) represents the cold, blank emotional state Byron ultimately adopts as an Elysian Fields gigolo.   Hickenlooper also used color as a way to bring the opposing natures of Luther and Byron into sharper relief.
   The flamboyance of Luther’s style and environment is portrayed with bright, sharp tones, while Byron’s restrained environment is portrayed in more conventional earth-tones.  And during the sequence when Byron sees two prostitutes standing on the sidewalk on the way to his first escort ‘date’, warm-orange coloring is contrasted with greenish-blue to show the dichotomy between the two worlds that Byron now finds himself in.  

Many, of course, will recognize the term Elysian Fields from Virgil’s The Aeneid, the great Roman tome about Aeneas’ journey into an underworld to which good souls are sent.   In this case, the soul arrives in the form of Byron, the Man From Elysian Fields.
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The Players
ANDY GARCIA (Byron Tiller)

ANDY GARCIA is arguably one of this generation’s most gifted artists.  Well known as an award-winning actor, producer and director, Garcia is also a Grammy Award-winning producer and composer.  

After earning career-establishing reviews in Hal Ashby’s 8 MILLION WAYS TO DIE, Garcia achieved international stardom with his role in THE UNTOUCHABLES.   He has also starred in such films as the upcoming CONFIDENCE, OCEANS 11, THE UNSAID, which he also executive-produced, JUST THE TICKET, which he also produced, LAKEBOAT, DESPERATE MEASURES, THE DISAPPEARANCE OF GARCIA LORCA, HOODLUM, NIGHT FALLS ON MANAHTTAN, STEAL BIG STEAL LITTLE, THINGS TO DO IN DENVER WHEN YOU’RE DEAD, WHEN A MAN LOVES A WOMAN, HERO, JENNIFER 8, DEAD AGAIN, INTERNAL AFFAIRS, BLACK RAIN, AMERICAN ROULETTE, STAND AND DELIVER, THE MEAN SEASON, BLUE SKIES AGAIN, and GUAGUASI.  In addition, his work in GODFATHER III earned him Academy Award® and Golden Globe nominations.  His numerous television credits include his Golden Globe and Emmy Award-nominated lead role in For Love or Country:  The Arturo Sandoval Story and Swing Vote, both of which he executive produced, as well as HBO’s Clinton and Nadine.  He made his directorial debut with the acclaimed feature-length documentary concert film CACHAO… COMO SU RITMO NO HAY DOS (LIKE HIS RHYTHM THERE IS NO OTHER), about mambo co-creator Israel Lopez “Cachao.”

Born in Havana, Cuba, Garcia’s family fled in exile to Miami Beach, Florida as a result of Fidel Castro’s takeover of his homeland at the age of five.  As a youth, he performed in community theater productions and variety shows.  He attended Florida International University as a theater major, performing in regional theater productions in the Miami area before moving to Los Angeles to pursue a film career in the late 1970’s. Among numerous other awards, he has been honored with a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, the Star of the Year Award from the National Association of Theater Owners, a Father’s Day Council Father of the Year Award, an Oscar de la Hoya Foundation Champion Award, a Desert Palm Award from the Palm Springs Film Festival, and L.A.’s BEST Focus on Family Award, an Imagen Foundation Creative Achievement Award, and numerous National Council of La Raza ALMA Awards.

MICK JAGGER (Luther Fox)

International rock legend MICK JAGGER’s career as a musician, actor, producer and performer has spanned over four decades.  He will embark upon an international tour with The Rolling Stones beginning in September 2002.  TITLE, will be a retrospective album from Virgin records and will be released on October 1 in the U.S.   He has also been inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and was recently knighted by Queen Elizabeth II.  

He starred opposite Anthony Hopkins in the science fiction film FREEJACK and played a cross-dressing nightclub owner in the film adaptation of the award-winning Broadway play BENT.  He also starred in the films BURDEN OF DREAMS, NED KELLY and PERFORMANCE.  He now produces films for his own company, Jagged Films.  Jagged Films’ most recent production is ENIGMA starring Kate Winslet and Dougray Scott, which had its premiere at the 2001 Sundance Film Festival.  He was also the subject of a personal documentary entitled, BEING MICK, which was released on DVD last winter. 
JULIANNA MARGULIES (Dena Tiller)

A winner and five-time nominee for the Emmy Award as well as a two-time winner of the Screen Actors Guild Award for her role in the critically acclaimed television series ER, JULIANNA MARGULIES has also established herself as a star of the big screen.  Among her varied film roles are WHAT’S COOKING?, with Kyra Sedgwick and Mercedes Ruehl, WE MET AT THE VINEYARD, Richard Linklater’s THE NEWTON BOYS, alongside Matthew McConaughey, Boaz Yakin’s  A PRICE ABOVE RUBIES, with Renee Zellweger, PARADISE ROAD, directed by Bruce Beresford and starring Glenn Close and Cate Blanchett, TRAVELLER, opposite Bill Paxton, OUT FOR JUSTICE,  and the voice of Neera in DINOSAUR.   Among her numerous roles on television are appearances in Homicide:  Life On the Street, Law & Order and The Larry Sanders Show.  She also recently starred in the TNT mini series The Mists of Avalon, based on the best-selling novel, and appeared on Broadway in the play Tenth Unknown.
OLIVIA WILLIAMS (Andrea Alcott)

British actress OLIVIA WILLIAMS shot to fame when she played Bruce Willis’ wife in the international box office sensation THE SIXTH SENSE. Since studying and training in the British theatre, she has appeared in numerous other films, including THE BODY, LUCKY BREAK, DEAD BABIES, BORN ROMANTIC, FOUR DOGS PLAYING POKER, RUSHMORE, BECK, THE POSTMAN opposite Kevin Costner, and GASTON’S WAR.  On television she appeared in Jason and the Argonauts and in the British mini series Emma.

JAMES COBURN (Tobias Alcott)

With over 125 films to his credit, JAMES COBURN is widely considered an international film icon.  From his early 1960’s movies such as THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN and THE GREAT ESCAPE to his Academy Award®-winning role in 1997’s AFFLICTION, he has been entertaining audiences in a wide array of roles for decades.  

Among his many films are RIDE LONESOME, FACE OF A FUGITIVE, HELL IS FOR HEROES, CHARADE, THE AMERICANIZATION OF EMILY, MAJOR DUNDEE, A HIGH WIND IN JAMAICA, OUR MAN FLINT, WHAT DID YOU DO IN THE WAR, DADDY?, IN LIKE FLINT,THE PRESIDENT’S ANALYST, DUFFY, CANDY, HARD CONTRACT, LAST OF THE MOBILE HOT SHOTS, THE CAREY TREATMENT, THE LAST OF SHEILA, HARRY IN YOUR POCKET, THE INTERECINE PROJECT, HARD TIMES, BITE THE BULET, SKY RIDERS, THE LAST HARD MEN, MIDWAY, THE MUPPET MOVIE, THE BALTIMORE BULLET, LOOKER, YOUNG GUNS II, THE PLAYER, SISTER ACT 2:  BACK IN THE HABIT, MAVERICK, THE NUTTY PROFESSOR, SNOW DOGS, PAYBACK and the voice of Henry J. Waternoose in MONSTERS, INC.   

Television appearances include Missing Pieces, Shake, Rattle, and Roll:  An American Love Story, Noah’s Ark, The Second Civil War, The Cherokee Kid, The Avenging Angel, Mastergate and hosting World’s Scariest Ghosts:  Caught on Tape.   He has also hosted the videos Winning at Slots & Video Poker, Blackjack, Craps, and Slots with Video Poker.  Over the years, he also made notable guest appearances in the television shows Profiler, Picket Fences, Murder, She Wrote, The Twilight Zone, Bonanza, Perry Mason, Rawhide, The Rifleman, and The Untouchables, among many others.
ANJELICA HUSTON (Jennifer Adler)
ANJELICA HUSTON, who won an Academy Award® for her role as Maerose in “PRIZZI’S HONOR, grandly carries on the legacy of her family name.  Among her many films are “EVER AFTER, BUFFALO ’66, THE CROSSING GUARD, THE PEREZ FAMILY, THE ADDAMS FAMILY and its sequel ADDAMS FAMILY VALUES, THE PLAYER, THE WITCHES, THE GRIFTERS, CRIMES AND MISDEMEANORS, ENEMIES:  A LOVE STORY, MR. NORTH, THE DEAD, GARDENS OF STONE, THIS IS SPINAL TAP, FRANCES, THE POSTMAN ALWAYS RINGS TWICE and THE LAST TYCOON.  In the recent years, Huston has made a name for herself as a world-class director.  She directed the critically acclaimed movies BASTARD OUT OF CAROLINA and AGNES BROWNE, and is currently prepping a third.  She also produced AGNES BROWNE, and appeared in the title role.  Her television roles include:  And the Band Played On, Family Pictures and the mini series Lonesome Dove.   

MICHAEL DES BARRES (Greg)
Before venturing into acting, British-born MICHAEL DES BARRES led the1970’s Los Angeles rock band Detective.  His acting talents can be seen in the films SUGAR TOWN, directed by Allison Anders, HUNGRY BACHELOR’S CLUB, MOWGLI’S FIRST ADVENTURE, POISON IVY III, WIDOW’S KISS, TWIST OF FATE, Ute Emmerich’s HIGH CRUSADE, UNDER SEIGE, directed by Andy Davis, PINK CADILLAC, MIDNIGHT CABARE, NIGHT FLYER and GHOULIES.  On television, he played the role of “Dog” as a series regular on WKRP in Cincinnati and had recurring roles on Roseanne, McGyver, and Melrose Place.  His many television guest appearances include episodes of Nash Bridges, The Pretender, Just Shoot Me, Jag, Ellen, Lois & Clark, The Commish, Northern Exposure, L.A. Law, Seinfeld, Miami Vice, and St. Elsewhere. 

RICHARD BRADFORD (Edward Rodgers)
RICHARD BRADFORD previously worked with Andy Garcia on a number of films, including WHEN A MAN LOVES A WOMAN, HOODLUM, STEAL BIG, STEAL LITTLE, INTERNAL AFFAIRS, and THE UNTOUCHABLES.  Among his many other movies are MISSING, directed by Constantin Costa-Gavras, THE TRIP TO BOUNTIFUL, THE MEAN SEASON, Blake Edwards’ SUNSET, Robert Redford’s THE MILAGRO BEANFIELD WAR, THE CROSSING GUARD, directed by Sean Penn, HAWAIIAN GARDENS, directed by Percy Adlon, THE MEAN SEASON, THE LEGEND OF BILLIE JEAN, PERMANENT RECORD, LITTLE NIKITA, NIGHT GAME, HEART OF DIXIE, THE SERVANTS OF TWILIGHT, AMBITION, DR. GIGGLES, COOL WORLD, THE CHAMBER, and PIECE OF CAKE.  He has also appeared in countless television movies-of-the-week, including Her Revenge, Under Suspicion, Badge of Assassins, Man in Cement, Arctic Blue, Kingfish, Indictment:  The McMartin Trial, Gold Coast, Amerika, and Favorite Son.
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The Filmmakers
GEORGE HICKENLOOPER (Director)

Both a feature and documentary filmmaker, GEORGE HICKENLOOPER most recent film was the Golden Globe nominated THE BIG BRASS RING, which he adapted from an Orson Welles screenplay.  The critically acclaimed film starred William Hurt, Nigel Hawthorne, Miranda Richardson and Irene Jacob.  He also wrote and directed DOGTOWN, starring Mary Stuart Masterson, Jon Favreau and Natasha Gregson Wagner, and THE LOW LIFE, starring Kyra Sedgwick and Sean Astin.  In addition, he directed PERSONS UNKNOWN, and SOME FOLKS CALL IT A SLING BLADE, the critically acclaimed, award winning short which inspired Billy Bob Thornton’s Oscar®-winning feature SLING BLADE.  

Among Hickenlooper’s highly regarded documentaries are MAYOR OF SUNSET STRIP, about Southern California music legend Rodney Bingenheimer, the Emmy Award winning Hearts Of   Darkness: A Filmaker’s Apocalypse, about the making of the film APOCALYPSE NOW, MONTE HELLMAN: AMERICAN AUTEUR, PICTURE THIS: THE TIMES OF PETER BOGDANOVICH IN ARCHER CITY, TEXAS, and ART, ACTING AND THE SUICIDE CHAIR:  DENNIS HOPPER.  A 1986 graduate of Yale University, he is also the author of the book Reel Conversations, a collection of interviews with directors and critics.

DONALD ZUCKERMAN (Producer)

DONALD ZUCKERMAN previously produced director George Hickenlooper’s films THE BIG BRASS RING, DOGTOWN and THE LOW LIFE.  His other producing credits include BEAT, starring Courtney Love and Kiefer Sutherland, and THICK AS THIEVES, starring Alec Baldwin, Andre Braugher, Michael Jai White and Rebecca DeMornay, which premiered at the 1999 and 1998 Sundance Film Festivals, respectively.   He also produced THE ANIMATED ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER. 

ANDREW PFEFFER (Producer)

ANDREW PFEFFER co-produced the films BEAT, THE BIG BRASS RING, THE ENTITY and THICK AS THIEVES, with Donald Zuckerman.  He has executive produced and/or produced a number of movies, including DREAMING OF JULIA, starring Harvey Keitel, THE WINNER, LOVED, WILD SIDE, MEN OF WAR, STONE COLD, TOUGH ENOUGH, I, THE JURY, and the television movie Grand Avenue.  He also produced the Jean Claude Van Damme films HARD TARGET, TIME COP, SUDDEN DEATH and THE QUEST.  Previously, he served as an Assistant United States Attorney for the Central District of California and as President and Chief Operating Officer of Epic Productions, Inc.   

ANDY GARCIA (Producer)

ANDY GARCIA formed CineSon Productions in an effort to produce and develop films and music of a personal nature.   The 1999 romantic comedy JUST THE TICKET marked the maiden feature film release of CineSon, which was soon followed by For Love Or Country: The Arturo Sandoval Story. Produced in association with HBO, the bio-pic earned Garcia Golden Globe and Emmy nominations for his portrayal of the legendary Cuban trumpeter, and earned HBO and CineSon Golden Globe and Emmy nominations for Best Made for TV Movie or Mini-series.  Other projects under the CineSon banner, include Swing Vote for ABC, starring Garcia and Harry Belafonte and co-produced by Jerry Bruckheimer, and THE UNSAID, starring Garcia, Teri Polo, Vincent Kartheiser, and Linda Cardellini.  

Garcia made his directorial debut with the feature-length documentary concert film CACHAO…COMO SU RITMO NO HAY DOS (LIKE HIS RHYTHM THERE IS NO OTHER).  Garcia and Cachao have also recorded three albums.  Master Sessions Volume I is the winner of a 1994 Grammy Award, while Master Sessions Volume II earned a Grammy nomination in 1995.  Cuba Linda, released through the CineSon label, received Grammy and Latin Grammy nominations in 2000.  Garcia also produced and performed on the For Love Or Country soundtrack and it’s Emmy Award winning score, as well as producing and performing on numerous songs for the JUST THE TICKET soundtrack.

Currently, the company is developing THE GARDENER with producer Paul Witt, as well as Garcia’s second directorial effort, THE LOST CITY, written by acclaimed author G. Cabrera Infante.

The Man From Elysian Fields
Gold Circle Executive Producers

NORM WAITT (Chairman)

Since co-founding Gateway Computers several years ago, NORM WAITT has shifted his emphasis into the world of media, through the ownership of a record company and numerous radio and television stations.  His latest venture, Gold Circle Films, is a production based, film financing entity with a focus on the independent sector.  

PAUL BROOKS (President)

PAUL BROOKS, formerly based in Europe as both a producer and distributor, was most recently an executive producer on the Academy Award® nominated SHADOW OF THE VAMPIRE, starring Nicolas Cage.  Brooks recently bought Gold Circle Films into the Playtone (Tom Hanks/Gary Goetzman) production MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING, which will be released domestically in spring 2002.

LARRY KATZ (Head of Production)
LARRY KATZ joined Gold Circle Films in early 2000.   A native New Yorker, he attended Northwestern University and the University of Wisconsin-Madison film schools.  He has been in the film business for 21 years; employers have included Time-Life Films, Lawrence Gordon Productions, HBO-Silver Screen, 20th Century Fox, Davis Entertainment and Art Linson Productions.  Prior to arriving at Gold Circle, he was a senior production executive at Morgan Creek, where he had significant involvement in that company’s three biggest hits:  ROBIN HOOD:  PRINCE OF THIEVES and both Ace Ventura films. 
PHILIP JAYSON LASKER (Writer)

PHILIP JAYSON LASKER has written for both film and television.  He created a screenplay based on his novel Identity Crisis, published by Putnam, which was optioned by Tom Cruise and Paula Wagner.  Other screenplays include “Designated Survivor” for Warner Brothers, “Larceny Is For Lovers” for Mandalay Pictures, “Axis” for Mike Newell and Touchstone, and “Notes From The Revolution” for Robert Zemeckis and Universal.  In television he earned an Emmy Award nomination as co-executive producer for The Golden Girls.  His other television writing credits include two seasons of Bob Hope specials, the ABC shows Barney Miller and Mr. Sunshine, the NBC show Mama’s Family, and numerous pilots for ABC.

KRAMER MORGENTHAU (Director of Photography)

 KRAMER MORGENTHAU previously worked with director George Hickenlooper on the films THE MAYOR OF SUNSET STRIP, THE BIG BRASS RING and DOGTOWN. His other credits include the films EMPIRE, DREAMING OF JULIA, THE GREEN DRAGON, COWBOYS AND ANGELS, THE WOMAN CHASER, WIREY SPINDELL:  A LEGEND IN HIS OWN MIND, PIGEON HOLED, WELCOME TO HOLLYWOOD, BOMBAY BOYS, RIDING WITH BETTY, DESTINATION UNKNOWN, JOE AND JO and MULTIPLE FEATURES.  He also shot the documentaries MAO2, MUSIC BRIDGES OVER TROUBLED WATERS, which he also directed, DASHIELL HAMMETT, SMALL WONDERS, SANS, 24/7, THE ART OF INFLUENCE, BUSBY BERKLEY, JOE HENDERSON, SO NEAR SO FAR, POETIC PLEASURES, VARGA GIRLS, DENISE JANNASH, EDWARD HOPPER, BETTY CARTER, ORPHEUS ORCHESTRA, NEW MUSIC, GIVE A DAMN AGAIN, ANGELES QUARTET, F. SCOTT FITZGERALD, CAMERA CONCERTS, RECONCILIATION IN MANAGUA and CASA OM.
MICHAEL BROWN (Editor)

MICHAEL BROWN has won and been nominated for multiple awards for both his feature film and television work.  Among his film credits are Above the Law, directed by Andrew Davis and starring Steven Seagal and Sharon Stone, Jaws IV and Nightmares, both directed by Joseph Sargent, Death Trap, directed by Tobe Hooper, Door to Door, Psychic Killer, and Frazer. 

His work includes the following television movies-of-the-week:  For Love or Country:  The Arturo Sandoval Story, A Lesson Before Dying, Miss Evers’ Boys  (for which he won the Emmy Award for Outstanding Single-camera editing), Blackout, and As Summers Die all for HBO; Songs in Ordinary Time, Return of Charlie McLain, Blue Moon, Beauty, Get to the Heart, Journey of the Heart, A Mother’s Gift, Skylark, The Heart of the Lie, Victim of Love, Vestige of Honor, Shattered Dreams, Kiss Hot, Happy, Packing It In, Not in Front of the Children, Dream House, and Three for the Road, all for CBS; NBC’s The Long Island Incident (an ACE “Eddie” Award nominee), Soul of Sara Fairgate, No One Would Tell, Seduced and Betrayed, The Island, and Dear Detective; ABC’s Father and Scout, Aurora, Midas Valley, Lois Gibbs and the Love Canal, Amber Waves  (which won the Peabody Award for Best Television Movie of the Year) and Escape from Bogen County; and TNT’s Keep the Change and Never Forget. He 

also edited the miniseries Bella Mafia, I’ll Take Manhattan, Till We Meet Again, and Dada is Dead for CBS; Dead by Sunset, Grass Roots and East of Eden for NBC; TNT’s Abraham and both ABC’s The Manions of America and Sins.

MATTHEW JACOBSEN (Costume Designer)

MATTHEW JACOBSEN has designed and selected the wardrobes for both film and television.  He previously worked with director George Hickenlooper on the films THE GHOST BRIGADE, which starred Billy Bob Thornton, David Arquette and Martin Sheen, and SOME CALL IT A SLING BLADE with Billy Bob Thornton, J.T. Walsh, and Molly Ringwald.  Other movies include the Rod Lurie-directed films THE CONTENDER, starring Joan Allen, Gary Oldman and Jeff Bridges and DETERRENCE, starring Tim Hutton and Kevin Pollack; ONE MAN’S HERO, starring Tom Berenger; FLIPPER with Paul Hogan and Elijah Wood; COLD BLOODED, NATIONAL LAMPOON’S LAST RESORT, and NERVOUS TICKS with Bill Pullman, Julie Brown and Peter Boyle.  His television credits include the ABC movies Behind Every Good Man with Kim Delaney and The Man Next Door with Michael Onkean; Showtime’s The Washing Machine Man with Jeff Corey; Universal Television’s Dead Man’s Revenge with Bruce Dern and Key Evidence with Peter Berg and Jennifer Grey; and A.C.E.S. with Lori Laughlin.
CAST AND CREW
Byron Tiller




Andy Garcia

Dena Tiller




Julianna Margulies

Andrea Alcott




Olivia Williams

Tobias Alcott




James Coburn

Luther Fox




Mick Jagger

Greg





Michael Des Barres

Domenico




Joe Santos

Book Store Clerk



Maureen McCormick

Woman




Laura Meshell

Man





Kerry Li

Edward Rodgers



Richard Bradford

Female Customer



Rosalind Chao

Joey





Eddie Santiago

Virgil Koster




Xander Berkeley

Lottie





Elisa Gallay

Bartender




Tracey Walter

Street Car Vendor



Tommy Perna

Paul Pearson




Sherman Howard

Receptionist




Asha Siewkumar

Waiter





J.B. White

Woman #3




Marianne Muellerleile

Valet





Joseph Della Sorte

Car Valet




Michael Hughes

Driver





Ezra Buzzington

Performance Artists



Hannah Sim







Mark Steger

Himself




Rodney Bingenheimer

Jennifer Adler




Anjelica Huston

Nathaniel Tiller



Christopher & Killian Shreenan

Jazz Singer




Julian Fleischer

Opera Singer




Joseph Paur

Woman #1




Yasmin D'Mello

Woman #2




Sonia Sanz

Marcus




Jan Triska

Director




George Hickenlooper

Producer




Donald Zuckerman

Producer




Andrew Pfeffer

Producer




Andy Garcia/ Cineson Prods.

Producer




David Kronemyer

Writer





Philip Jayson Lasker

Co-Producer/ U.P.M.



Glenn S. Gainor

Co-Producer




Dara Weintraub

Assoc. Producer- 

Cineson Prods.



Joe Drago

Executive Asst. to Mr. Garcia


Cathy Hughes

Producer’s Asst.



Emily Mullen

Producer’s Asst.



Jennifer Zerner

Production Designer



Franckie Diago

Art Director




Jay Spratt

Set Decorator




Dara Waxman

Leadman




Chris Tunney

Construction Coord.



Doran Meyers

“Angel”


Art Dept. Coordinator



Wendy Cassileth

Asst. Art Director



Yoojung Han

On-Set Dresser



Ryan Beyer
Swing





Carl Studebaker

Swing





Kevin Miller

Swing





Carlos Lima

Swing





Tim Craley

Swing





Trevor Murray

Swing





Joseph K. Garcia

Lead Carpenter



Greg Peregon

On-set Carpenter



Ryan Weiss

Carpenter




Evan Gould

Carpenter




Brian Hahn

Carpenter




Rick Husong

Carpenter




David Perez

Carpenter




Gary Leshner

Set Painter




Garry McEnroy

Lead Scenic




Mark Boucher

Scenic





Sean Lyons

Art PA





Karen McGinnis

Art PA





Jeff Stone

DP





Kramer Morgenthau

A-Camera Operator/



Randy Nolen

Steadicam

A-Camera 1st AC



Darin Moran

A-Camera 2nd AC



Lisa Bonaccorso

2nd AC




Kelly Krotine

Still Photographer



Rico Torres

Camera P.A.




Melanie Banders

Casting Director



Heidi Levitt

Casting Associate



Leah Buono

LA Extras Casting



Background Players







David Anthony







Joseph Hicks

Gaffer





Jennifer Perkins

Best Boy Electric



Chris Shaw

Lighting Technician



Ziggy Pedone

Lighting Technician



Idrisssa Sene

Lighting Technician



Christopher Bernal

Lighting Technician



Marty Reder

Lighting Technician



Jeff Cook

Lighting Technician



Kevin Patterson

Rigging Gaffer




Chuck Smith

Key Grip




Keith Talley

Best Boy Grip




Mike Goldman

Dolly Grip




Richard A. Ludt

Grip





William Ambrose

Grip





Curtis Smith

Grip





Michael Moeller

Grip





Greg Bridges

Grip





John Lynch

Grip





Fritz Weber

Grip





Mark Overstreet

Location Manager



Christopher Trott

Asst. Location Mgr.



Greg Campeau
Make-up Artist




Rick Sharpe

Hair Stylist




K.G. Ramsey

Mr. Jagger’s Make-up



Julie Hewett

Make-up




Dulcie E. Smith

Editor





Mike Brown

Asst. Editor




Yoshie Ishiguro

Post Prod. Supervisor 


Joe Fineman







Michael Toji

Prod. Supervisor



Debra L. Gainor

Prod. Accountant



Marnice Wolfe

1st Asst. Accountant



Barbara Tillman

2nd Asst. Accountant



Amy Fitzer

Prod. Coordinator



Sarah Anthony

Office P.A. 




David Bernat

Office P.A.




Kathy Bugajsky

Office P.A.




John Guzzardo

Director’s Asst




Lori Bernat

Studio Teacher



Dwight Hovey

Property Master



Lorri Jakubuv

Asst. Prop Master



Corey Gomez

Publicity




GS Entertainment Marketing Group






Steven Zeller







Todd Zeller

Script Supervisor



Monika von Manteuffel

Sound Mixer




Steuart Pearce, C.A.S.

Boom Operator



Bill DiDonna

Sound Utility




Frank Buckner

Video Playback



David Barker

Byron Stand-In



Gary Peters

Andrea/ Dena Stand-In


Vanessa Grayson

Alcott Stand-In



Ralph Morris

Stunt Coordinator



John Perretti

Pyrotechnic




Dennis Petersen

Costume Designer



Matt Jacobsen

Wardrope Supervisor
Roberto

Carneiro

Set Costumer




Meredith McLaughlin

Costumer
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